Absence of Chlamydia in trachomatous lacrimal sacs.
We performed lacrimal sac biopsies in 35 patients who underwent dacryocystohinostomies in Saudi Arabia. The nasolacrimal duct obstructions were presumably secondary to trachoma in 22 cases and unknown in the remaining 13 cases. Lacrimal sac specimens were submitted for routine histopathologic examination and the direct-smear fluorescent antibody test. All specimens were negative for chlamydia. Possible reasons for the low detection rate of chlamydia in the trachomatous group were the frequent finding of clinically inactive disease, common canalicular obstruction, and loss of the epithelial lining in the lacrimal sac.